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which is discontented with the idea of our continu- 
ation, any intelligent person knows that this is not 
, radical committee or a divisive group. As the 
name suggests, it stands for loyalty to our Church. 


: It cheerfully approves the Confession of our Faith 


and our constitution in its entirety. It is willing to 
make a definite effort to conserve all for which our 
Church stands, regardless of the sacrifice involved. 
This committee is not willing to see these things 
we love dissipated or jeopardized. 


We have never assumed an extreme or fanatical 
position. The things for which we stand are the 
same things for which Augustine, Luther, Calvin, 
Thornwell and Palmer have stood. 


We pledge ourselves to go forward and onward 
in the course of action which we believe to have 
the approval of our Lord, and refuse to turn aside 
because of the stultiloquence of those who would 
delight to see our Church lose its autonomy. 


e 


The Message Versus 
The Messenger 


The Christian ministry is certainly the highest 
and greatest occupation to which a man may be 
called. While classed as a profession it actually is 
a calling, and it suffers irreparable injury unless 
this distinction is clear. 


God calls men into the ministry. Piety and Chris- 
tian experience should be the normal way for all 
Christians but a man who is called into the min- 
istry must have these and more too, 


The Christian minister must be a good execu- 
tive, a good organizer, a good mixer, an excellent 
teacher, but, these do not make him a successful 


The one thing which makes a successful preacher 
of the Gospel is a clear understanding of the rela- 
tionship between the message and the messenger. 


Today, only too often, we are primarily con- 
cerned about the messenger and only in a secon- 
dary sense with the message itself. : 


One apt illustration is our attitude to the Wes- 
tern Union boy. We prefer to see him clean and 
with good manners, but, our great interest is in 
the message which he brings. 


Our postman may be pleasant and accommo- 
dating and we appreciate these and other virtues 
in him, but, we are concerned most of all with the 
letters which he delivers to our door. 


These obvious illustrations should make us stop > 


and think; and they should make Christian min- 
Isters think. 


We were recently talking to a man whose pastor 
had accepted a call to another church and who, 
With the other members of his congregation, was 
seeking a new pastor. 


Here were some of the questions being asked: 
First of all, “How old is he?” Secondly, “Does he 
ave a good personality?” “Is he a good mixer?” 
And, “Does he preach long sermons?” 


A present-day Church is so highly and com- 
Plexly organized that a natural result of such or- 


ganization is to demand a man with executive 
ability to head up the organization. 


But, when we do this we are failing to put first 
things first. The primary work of a preacher is to 
bring the message of the Book. If he fails to do so 
he has failed in his ministry. 


The complexity of modern life has many spend- 
ing their time in discussing and working on effect 
rather than cause. No experienced contractor 
builds without first laying the foundation. Cer-— 
tainly Christian work demands as much wisdom. 


_ So, the Christian message is of infinitely greater 
importance than the messenger who proclaims it. 


The first one to appreciate this fact must be the 
messenger himself. When he does this he has taken 
the first step towards a successful ministry. 


So, too, the congregation will be wise only when 
it takes the importance of the message into con- 
sideration when seeking a messenger, Age, person- 
ality, education, these and many other factors can 
wisely enter into consideration, but faithfulness to 
the message is the one thing, without which all else 
becomes meaningless. —L.N.B. 


Serious 


Recently when visiting in the Valley of Virginia 
a very earnest member of the Episcopal Church 
complained that her pastor “preached” so much 
about social and economic matters and so little 
from the Bible and the Gospel that she became 
completely disgusted to the point of seriously con- 
sidering joining some other Church. 


Our party spent the following week-end at Big 
Meadows Inn, a lovely little inn on top of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains overlooking the Valley of 
Virginia about midway on the Skyland Drive. 
Seated in the lobby I became engaged in conversa- 
tion with a Congregationalist from Connecticut. 
Our conversation drifted to the activities of the 
Federal Council and liberalism in so many modern 
pulpits. This gentleman observed that he was em- 
ployed by the local utility at his home and that 
their pastor was so active both in and out of his 
pulpit in a crusade to have the city take over the 
utility that his wife had recently written the 
preacher that she saw no reason for them to sup- 
port him with his efforts so completely given to 
this matter. 


When recently in Richmond, Va., a church 
officer in a neighboring town advised that he was 
all but “‘excommunicated” because of his protests 
concerning his local pulpit being given over almost 
wholly to economic and social lectures with little 
or no Gospel being preached at all. 


And so on we might go! The tragic seriousness 
of it all is so far-reaching to both Church and 
State. First, their themes, economic and social, 
good or bad as they may be, are poor substitutes 
for the simple Gospel of Salvation which the layity 
expect to hear “at church” and for which so many 
are becoming so earnestly anxious to hear again. 
Second, unless our pulpits again return to the 
preaching of a Gospel Message, instead of an eco- 
nomic thesis or “social uplift message, so many of 
our best members in every way will lose all basic 
interest in and support of the Church as an insti- 
tution which once held their highest and most re- 
verend respect and will quietly join the already 
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swelling ranks of those who “don’t get around to” 
going to church or are not concerned about its pro- 
gram or progress. 


Third, and of course most serious of all, is that — 


from the beginning the prime duty of the Church 
has been to lead lost men and women to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, Regardless of how 
pressing the need of social changes or economic re- 
forms, surely our spiritual leaders should not per- 
mit these matters to crowd out or “water down” 
the Gospel Message of the Cross to men and wo- 
men facing eternity and lost without that message. 
The Church’s greatest service to the State is the 
building of reborn men and women with Christian 
character who will serve the State as such! 


This is not just a “Presbyterian Problem.” It 
cuts straight across the modern Protestant Church 
and is fast becoming—truly serious. —T.G. 


“Loyalty” 


Had I been a Republican or a Democrat, and 
had fallen for Socialism, loyalty to my political 
convictions would have obligated me to take a 
a — to the Socialist Party to which I could 

e loyal. 


Were I a preacher or an elder who cannot 
wholeheartedly subscribe to the doctrine, govern- 
ment and objectives of my denomination, loyalty 
to my religious convictions would obligate me to 
take a walk over to some denomination to which I 
could be loyal. 


Were I a preacher or an elder who believes that 
the Southern (Presbyterian Church should work for 
political objectives, loyalty to my Church’s consti- 
tution would obligate me to renounce that belief 
or take a walk over to some denomination to which 
I could be loyal, 


Southern Presbyterian Church government does 
not permit political objectives. Therefore the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church cannot be constitution- 
ally loyal to the Federal Council of Churches, 
which is the “Political Action Committee” for 
twenty-five denominations, including the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


That the number one objective of the Federal 
Council of Churches is “‘political,’? therefore not 
spiritual, ‘‘Socialistic’” and therefore un-American, 
is clearly set forth in its own published records 
which are available to everyone. 


*“Get The Record’”’ 


Ask for Biennial Report 1946. Address Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


*“‘“Read The Record’”’ 
Page 40, Section 5-D, National Public Housing 
Conference. 
Page 41, Industrial Relations Division. 
Page 42, Social Legislation. 


Page 43, Committee on Church and Co-operatives. 
Conferences. 


Page 44, Speaking. General Activities. 

Page 50, The Churches and Segregation. 

Page 95, Washington Office Committee. General 
Functions. 

Page 116, The Church and Economic Tensions. Sec- 
tion 4-A and B. 


Page 117, The Higher Ethical Value in (Cp. 
operatives, Section 6. 


‘Page 119, Is the Pursuit of Profit Christian? See. 
tion 11. 


Pages 190-191, Immigration Quotas. Section 189. 

Page 204, Guiding Our Lawmakers. Section 217. 

Page 251, Renounce the Pattern of Race Segrega. 
tion Within Our Churches. | 


Pages 273-274, Last Paragraph. The Direction Our 


Economic Life Should Take, 


Loyalty to my political belief obligates me to de. 
clare that the Federal Council’s political philosophy 
is not mine. 


Loyalty to the Constitution of the United States 


obligates me to brand the Federal Council a fo)- 


lower of Socialist Karl Marx. 


Loyalty to the Southern Presbyterian Church 
obligates me to read the Federal Council records, 
Loyalty to my convictions obligates me to work 
for withdrawal from the Federal Council. 


B. L. Orvis, Elder, 
Southern Presbyterian Church, 
Welsh, Louisiana. 


What Is Religion? 
By Rev. Wm. C. Cumming 
- Marshall, Tex. 


One of the hymns that used to be sung by our 
spiritual forefathers has in it the lines, ‘Religion 
is the chief concern of mortals here below.” 


Animals do not have religion, but religion is a 
universal characteristic of the human race. No 
matter where you may go, on what continent, or 
among whatever race of men, you always find that 
people have some kind of religion. Certain explorers 
indeed of unknown lands have reported that they 
had found tribes with no conception of religion, 
but always when the missionaries have followed the 
explorer, and have lived with them, learned their 
language, and gained their confidence, they have 
found that the first impression had been a mis 
taken one. 3 


But then we sometimes hear people say: “I do 
not see the need of sending missionaries to take 
religion to people who already have a religion of 
their own.” The same thing might have been sal 
about the Apostle Paul when he visited the city 
of Athens. You remember how he spoke of passing 
by and seeing their devotions, and how he regarded 
them as “very religious.” But they were ignorantly 
worshipping an unknown God, and he came to te 
them of the God who made the world and all things 
in it, that they should seek after Him and find Him. 


Similarly at Lystria there was a lot of religion. 


There were temples and priests, altars and sacri 


fices, but he said, ‘‘We preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities to serve the living 
God.” So today our missionaries go to lands where 
there is plenty of religion, where there are temples, 
and idols, and priests, and religious forms an 
objects, but as in the days of Paul, these people, 
with all their religion, are without salvation, an 
“without God and without hope in the world.’ 
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The Places Of Hidden Strength 


By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger., Jr. 
Augusta, Ga. 


Prayer And 
Fainting Fits 


Perhaps one of the shrewdest remarks on prayer 
' made by our Lord was this one: “And he spake a 
parable unto them to the end that they ought al- 
ways to pray, and not to faint.” (Luke 18:1). This 
- remark proves how understanding our Lord was 
- and is of the weakness of redeemed human nature. 
- It is probably no exaggeration to say that fatigue 

and discouragement combine to keep us from fol- 
- Jowing through in prayer. There is a willingness of 
the spirit, but the flesh is so weak. Hope much de- 
ferred makes the heart despondent. Either we are 
tired, or we see no visible results. So we stop 


praying. 


Yet, says Jesus, we ought always to pray. He 
implies that His Heavenly Father does not over- 
look or forget a single acceptable prayer. Every 
— petition or intercession is recorded in 

eaven. 


Only he who gets out of the prayer habit for a 
time and then comes back to it can appreciate how 
much God wants us to pray and how refreshing, 
sooner or later, the results may be. 


A pastor reported this experience: For some 
time he had been physically weary. He was behind 


in the visitation of his members. Many of the in- 


different ones were still indifferent after a number 
of visits earlier in the pastorate. So, almost with 
despair, this minister gave himself afresh to sys- 
tematic, methodical prayer for every family and 
every member. He took all the “A’”’s one day, the 
“B’s a second day, and so on. Before he had got 
to “H,” there began to be strange and wonderful 
results. A family whose last name began with “B” 
told the pastor that they were convicted of being 
Irregular in church attendance and from that point 
on Sunday and Wednesday night would belong to 
the Lord and His Church. A family whose initial 
was “C” showed up for Sunday worship for the 
first time in months. A woman whose name be- 
gan with “D” related to a member that she was 
going to come back to Church and said she: “No 
one has been working on me either.’”? What made 
these all the more striking was the fact that in 
that short period of renewed prayer activity there 
were no outstanding instances of revival interest 
beyond the place in the alphabet to which the pas- 
tor had attained. 


Are we fainting about an unconverted member 
of the family? A difficult Sunday School Class? 
A quota for the Program of Progress or for one of 
our educational institutions? A building effort that 
is dragging? A sleepy congregation? A lazy or mis- 
placed pastor? A Christian worker who is obstruct- 
Ing the work? An unspiritual drift in the Church? 
Let us pray and not faint, 


Evidence points to the fact that there are few 
real praying Christians. Few take prayer as a life- 


time career. Yet nothing is more needed in our 
Church than prayer. 


If you are interested in a prayer covenant for 
revival, send for copies to the office of The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal. —C.N.W. III. 


An Experience In Personal 
Soul Winning 
By Bill Rose, West Point, Miss. 


“One Sunday while in the Navy my buddy, Jim 
Kealsing, asked me to visit him that afternoon 
where he worked, as he was going to speak to a 
ame boy about accepting Christ as his personal 

viour. 


We met that afternoon and discussed the thin 
of the Lord, The young Mormon boy had already 
been baptized 38 times in order that his ancestors 
might be able to hear about Christ. 


We asked him to have a word of prayer before 
we began, but he said that he had already prayed. 
One of the things he told us was that if we never 
married here we would meet our wife in heaven, 
and then we showed him in the Bible (they pro- 
fess to believe it), Matthew 22:30, and he had to 
admit that we by using God’s Word had backed 
him against the wall. 


We spent the remainder of the afternoon show- 
ing and discussing with him such verses at Rom. 
3:28, Rom. 6:23, Hebrews 9:27, Ephesians 2:8-9, 
and John 1:12. 


We urged him to accept Christ as his personal 
Saviour, showing him how Christ died for his sins, 
but he would not yield to Christ. The next day he 
told us that he had been unable to sleep at all, for 
when he turned over all he thought about was the 
Gospel. The Spirit did his work of conviction, but 
the boy would not yield. 


Shortly thereafter he went home and his father 
gave him several books on Mormonism, including 
the Book of Mormon, and questions to ask us. His 
talk with his father seemed to strengthen him in 
the Mormon way, and the Spirit never seemed to 
touch him again though we spoke to him again 
about Christ. Will he come to know Jesus? My 
buddy and I hope so. We gave the Word, God 
through the Holy Spirit brought conviction, but 
this young man resisted the Holy Spirit and re- 
jected Christ. 


May I leave you with these verses-as they apply 
to the above case and also to you, dear reader? 


Ezekiel 33:8-9. (9) ‘‘When I say unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely due, if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood 
will I require at thy hand.” (9) “Nevertheless, if 
thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; 
if he do not turn from his way he shall die in his 
iniquity but thou has delivered thy soul.” 
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Haggai And Malachi 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-third in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


When the exiles returned to Palestine from 
Babylon, they came with high hopes. Cyrus the 
Great had issued an edict in which he granted full 
permission to the Jews to rebuild the temple in 
Jerusalem. Under his protection and permission, 
therefore, they came back to the land of promise. 
But difficulties were in store. Adversaries appeared 
upon the scene, who did much to discourage the 
work. For about fifteen years work on the temple 
ceased, and affairs generally were in a discour- 
aging condition. 


It was during the second year of the reign of 
the Persian king, Darius (i.e., 520 B.C.) that two 
great prophets appeared. These were Haggai and 
Zechariah. According to the Book of Ezra (5:1 and 
6:14) the Jews builded and prospered through the 
prophesying of these two men. Of the man Haggai, 
however, practically nothing is known. In all prob- 
ability he was born in Babylonia during the exile, 
and returned to Palestine with the first exiles. If 
this was the case, then it is quite possible that he 
had known Danie! in Babylon. 


The Prophecy Of Haggai 


The brief prophecy which Haggai has left falls 
into four divisions. 


1. 1:1-15. This section was uttered on the first 
day of the sixth month of the second year of 
Darius (about August-September). Haggai ad- 
dressed his message unto the leaders, Zerubbabel 
the governor and Joshua the high priest. He begins 
with a statement of the attitude of the people. The 
people had been saying that the time was not yet 
ripe for the rebuilding of the Lord’s house. This 
attitude is rebuked. The people dwelt in ceiled 
houses, whereas the temple of the Lord lay waste. 
The people saw to it that their own houses were 
well covered and protected, in fact, sumptuously 
built, but they exhibited little real concern for the 
house of God. Therefore the time had come to con- 
sider their ways. | 


On the other hand, the blessing of the Lord had 
been withheld from the people because of their 
neglect. “Ye have sown much, but bring in little; 
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink but ye 
are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there 
is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes.” (1:6). 
Haggai urges the people to resume their work upon 
the temple, and the Lord will take pleasure in it 
and be glorified. As a result of this earnest mes- 
sage the leaders of the people and the people them- 
selves feared the Lord and on the twenty-fourth 
day of the sixth month (i.e., just twenty-three days 
after Haggai delivered his message), they began 
again the work on the neglected temple. 


2, 2:1-9. The second message was received by 
Haggai from the Lord on the twentieth day of the 
seventh month. It is essentially a message of com- 
fort and of hope, Apparently there were some who 


remembered the glory of the first temple, i.e., the 
temple which Solomon had built and which Nebv- 
chadnezzar in 587 had destroyed. This present 
temple is as nothing when compared to that mag- 
nificent structure. Yet in this fact there should be 
no cause for discouragement. The Lord is still with 
His people, even as He had covenanted with them 
when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. 
There is to come a glory even greater than that of 
the first temple. The Lord will send the “desire of 
nations” and “I will fill this house with glory, 
saith the Lord of hosts.’”’ The result will be that 
“the glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in 
this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” (2:9). This promise is Messianic. The “de- 
sire of the nations” is none other than the Mes- 
siah Himself. It must be obvious to a careful 
reader of this promise that the blessings which the 
Lord is here promising are spiritual in nature. It 
may be that this second temple could never equal 
the first in material splendor and glory, but there 
was to come a glory far greater than that of the 
first, even a glory which would be brought about 
by shaking the heavens, the earth and the sea and 
the dry land. (Cf. Hebrews 12:26-28). 


3, 2:10-19. The third revelation came to Haggai 
on the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month (i.e., 
two months after the previous revelation). In this 
section the prophet endeavors to explain to the 
nation that just as a clean thing would become 
polluted by touching the unclean, so the former 
attitude of the people toward the Lord and His 
house polluted their own labor and as a result the 
blessing of the Lord was withheld. However, from 
this time fourth, the Lord will indeed bless. “Is the 
seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the 
fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, 
hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless 
you.” (2:19). 


4. This last revelation was received on the samé 
day as the preceding. A message of comfort. The 
Lord will establish Zerubbabel. This means that 
the Lord has set His affection upon the chosen 
line, and He will surely fulfill His promises of 
blessing to that line. The strength of the kingdoms 
of the heathen will be broken by the Lord, and He 
will truly show His mercy to His people. 


This little prophecy of Haggai is one which is 4 
delight to read. It presents a picture of a prophet 
who delivered his message and was blessed by see 
ing that message produce a response upon the part 
of the hearers. It illustrates clearly the truth that 
the Word of the Lord does not return to Him void. 
Even negative criticism has not raised any serious 
objection to the authenticity of this prophecy. 


Furthermore, we may note in the ministry of 
Haggai another fact. The Lord is more zealous that 
His purposes be fulfilled than are His people. When 
they become discouraged. gr careless or indolent, 
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“He stirs up the spirit of His faithful ones to turn 
the eyes of men back to His work. The people of 
God are ever in need of men like Haggai, God 
gr 
to its supreme task, the preaching of the whole 
Word of God. | 


ant that, even in our day, many such will be 
d to turn the eyes of a wayward church back 


The Prophecy Of Malachi 
Of the prophet Malachi, nothing whatsoever is 


- known, save what may be learned from the present 
' book. The word probably means, my messenger, 
and so some have thought that it is not to be re- 
garded as a proper name at all. But the analogy of 
all the other prophetical books is a strong argu- 
ment against this position. All the other prophet- 
ical books, even such short ones as Obadiah, bear 
the names of their authors. It is surely unlikely 
- that the last book of the Minor Prophets, there- 
| fore, would be anonymous. 


Malachi prophesied during the Persian period, 


probably about the time of the captivity of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. The temple has already been com- 
pleted (3:1) and therefore Malachi is to be dated 
' after the time of Haggai and Zechariah. The first 
enthusiasm of the returned exiles has long since 
abated and the same religious abuses seem to be 
present as confronted Ezra and Nehemiah. The 
priests and the people were corrupt. Thus we leave 
- the Old Testament period. The Jews needed their 
' Messiah. In all probability we may safely date the 
_ prophecy at about 420 B.C. 


The Message Of Malachi 


The book appears in large measure as a 


dialogue. 


1. 1:1-5. The love of God to His people. The spe- 


- cial love of the Lord to His people is shown in the 
- fact that He chose Israel instead of Esau. “I loved 
Jacob and I hated Esau.” This love continues to be 
manifest, for the people themselves shall see that 
' “the Lord will be magnified from the border of 
Israel.” (1:5b). 


2.1:6 - 2:9. The sins of the priests. Despite this 


love of God, however, the priests and the people 
did not respond. The priests indeed have despised 
His Name. They ask wherein they have despised 


His Name, and the answer is that they offered to 


_ the Lord sacrifices which are polluted. They regard 
the table of the Lord as contemptible. Hence, they 
_ should beseech the Lord that He be gracious. For 
the Lord will be honored by true sacrifice and His 
_ Name will be great among the Gentiles. 


In this section there is one verse that calls for 


_ particular comment. It is the beautiful promise of 
the spiritual worship which Jesus Christ will es- 


tablish among His people: “For from the rising of 
the sun even unto the going down of the same my 


flame shall be great among the Gentiles: and in 
. very place incense shall be offered unto My Name, 
and a pure offering: for my name shall be great 
among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
(1:11), This verse has been interpreted by the 
-Romanist branch of the Church as being a pro- 
Phecy of the perpetual sacrifice of the mass. In 
Teply to this utterly erroneous view we would re- 
mark that such an interpretation places upon the 
_ Prophecy a literalness which the words were never 
Intended to bear, What then, we may ask, does the 
prophecy mean? In line with the analogy of other 


Testament prophecies, this one points forward 


_ ‘0 a true submission upon the part of the now hos- 
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tile Gentile nations, a true obedience and worship 
of the Lord that is pure. To try to place a literal 
interpretation upon these words is simply to take 
from them their true meaning, 


3. 2:10-16. The sins of the people. Like the 
priests so also the people. These have intermarried 
with the heathen, have put away their own wives 
and have done deeds of violence. 


4. 2:17 - 3:6. The coming of the Lord and the 
purifying of the people. The Lord will send His 
messenger who will prepare His way, and the Lord 
will suddenly appear in His temple. His coming, 
however, will be a day of wrath. “But who may 
abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand 
when He appeareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap, and He shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver; and He shall purify the sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in right- 
eousness.”’ (3:2,3). 


5. 3:7-12. An exhortation to repentance. The peo- 
ple have robbed God in their worship. They have 
withheld from Him the proper tithes and offerings, 
Of this evil they must repent. 


6, 3:13 - 4:3. The faithful among the people re- 
pented, and in the day when the Lord makes u 
His jewels He will spare them as a man sparet 
his own son that serveth him. The day of judgment 
is surely to come, and as a sun, righteousness will 
arise with healing in its wings, and blessing will 


follow. The precise interpretation of this prophecy 


is somewhat difficult, but that the words refer to 
the Messiah is sure. 


7. 4:4-6. Final commands. Obedience must be ex- 
hibited by following the precepts of the holy Mo- 
saic Law. Before the coming of the final day Elijah 
will be sent. 


The prophecy presents a sober message. Restora- 
tion from the exile has come, but with it there has 
also come negligence and sin. The priests and peo- 
ple are in a corrupt condition. They despise the 
Holy Name of God through their acts. Yet Malachi 
warns them of the coming Day of Judgment. He 
points them to that Sun of Righteousness in whose 
wings alone there is healing. We too of today may 
read his message and take it to heart. For the Lord 
will punish those who condemn His Name, today — 
even as of old. And the only hope for men of today 
is that same Hope of Whom Malachi wrote, the Sun 
of Righteousness. May He truly arise unto us also 
with healing in His wings. , 


God’s Unchanging Word 


Our feelings come and feelings go, 
And feelings are deceiving: 

My warrant is the Word of God, 
Naught else is worth believing, 


Though all my heart should feel condemned 
For want of some sweet token, 

There is One greater than my heart 
Whose Word cannot be broken. 


I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word 
Till soul and body sever: 

For though all things shall pass away, 
His Word shall stand forever. 


—Martin Luther. 
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Reasons Why It Is Unwise To Unite With 
The Northern Presbyterian Church 


By Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


Pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., and Member of the 
General Assembly's Committee on Co-operation and Union. 


To begin with, this is not a sectional matter. 
Because a man happens to live in Pennsylvania or 
Georgia, Montana or Mississippi, has nothing to do 
with this great question that is troubling the minds 
of many of our people at this time, Again, the 
War Between The States does not decide the issue 
in the thinking of serious folks. It is far more pro- 
found than any of these surface considerations. 


In the first place, there are great spiritual con- 
victions that stand in jeopardy in our day. Much 
theological thinking is murky rather than clear 
and we suffer more from denials than from great 
positive affirmations of our faith. We are not pre- 
pared to say, nor is any other man, that minister 
for minister, or elder for elder, our Church is 
more orthodox than that of any other. Perhaps 
this is not the case. May I illustrate what is meant 
by the confusion that exists in these days? In the 
meeting last February in Cincinnati, Ohio, it was 
the writer’s privilege to get acquainted with a 
most estimable and attractive group of men that 
made up the Presbyterian U.S.A. (Northern) De- 
partment of Co-operation and Union. In a chatty 
conversation with Dr. Ray Anderson, a member of 
that body and pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian 


Church, Chicago, Ill., the writer remarked that we | 


were more than delighted with these representa- 


tives of his denomination and felt that we could’ 


‘join up” with them tomorrow. But we added that 
we were disturbed by the attitudes of some of the 
leaders of his Church. In a moment of friendly 
conversation the name of one of their well known 
ultra-liberal leaders was mentioned—a man who 
was elected to the moderatorship of their great 
Church. In a fine spirit Dr, Anderson replied, in 
the utmost of earnestness, that the said gentleman 
was about the only one of their outstanding leaders 
in the days before the war who would speak out 
boldly against the Nazi movement. Many felt that 
if their boys were having to give their lives in such 
a cause certainly such a leader ought to be ele- 
vated to the position of moderator. Then Dr. An- 
derson made a most remarkable statement that has 
puzzled the writer no little, and now after nearly 
a year, he does not understand fully the meaning 
of his reply. He declared that this distinguished 
gentleman was really elected by the conservatives 
of his denomination. In our judgmen; this is only 
a fragmentary illustration of the hopeless theo- 
logical confusion that is all too prevalent, not only 
in the North but in the South as well. No one likes 
to be in the position of casting aspersions that even 
appear to possess an unpleasant flavor, but how 
can a person, in the name of common sense and 
justice, face the facts without uncovering some 
things that are far from being delightful? A score 


of other things could be mentioned, such as the © 


licensing of men who refuse to affirm the virgin 
birth of our Lord—a truth, so clearly and beau- 
tifully stated by two of the gospel writers. The 
same practice in this late day is creeping into our 
own Church. Such practices will be greatly acceler- 
ated by such a union. 


The issue of the Auburn Affirmation is almost 
too controversial to be discussed, and yet, here 
again a big question mark is left dangling in the 
air, after a protest has been offered concerning 


five great doctrines of the Church. Instead of & 


nearly thirteen hundred men leaving themselves 
misunderstood and standing in a negative position, 


why did not these same men and twice their nun. & 


ber come out with some positive declarations of 


_ faith in a weary age already surfeited with doubts & 
and denials? The lame apologies offered for this 


document, in our judgment, sidestep the issues 
that are really at stake. Liberalism dealt a sledge. 
hammer blow and why not let the record stand? 


In the second place, there are policies of admin. 


istration in our sister Church that cause many to 


pause and wonder. There is no desire to be unfair . 
in a single statement. Dr. Thomas Coyle, pastor of & 


the First Presbyterian Church of San Diego, Calif, 


wrote an article that was published in June, 1947, f 


in The Philadelphia Presbyterian, with the caption, 


“Shall We Liquidate The Presbyterian Church?” & 
Referring to his own denomination, he declared in & 
his opening sentence: “The Presbyterian Church is F 
the slowest growing major denomination in the 
United States.”” Then Dr. Coyle went on to show 
how their deadening program of National Missions — 
was at the root of the whole matter, They not only & 
provided a mere pittance for church extension but & 
also their Board in New York refused to hear the 
pleas of rapidly growing and opportune areas, such & 


as his section of California afforded. The entire 
lay membership of the Board was located in and 
around New York City, while Los Angeles Presby- 


tery furnished twice as much support for this great § 


cause as did New York Presbytery. While Dr. Coyle 
was most tempered in his comments and evidently 
wrote under great restraint, he nevertheless pic- 
tured a situation that was about as dead as one 
could imagine and the statistics on membership 
growth from 1922 to 1942 of the Federal Council's 
Yearbook bear out Dr. Coyle’s mild but unerring 
contention. The writer took occasion to examine 
each of those years in a study made a short while 
ago. In addition, the 1946 Minutes of the General 
Assembly of the U.S.A. Church indicate an appall- 
ing lack of growth in the Mid-South Synod. This 


Synod comprises Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, 


Mississippi, and a portion of North Carolina. One 
hesitates to speak of situations so close home while 
at the same time enjoying most fraternal and 
happy relationships with several U.S.A. ministers 
in one’s own city. These are excellent brethren and 
highly esteemed, but one is discussing, not them 
nor their churches, but the deadening policy of 4 
certain denomination in its home mission program. 
One does not like comparisons nor does he wish t0 
give the impression that the Southern Presbyteriat 
Church is perfect—far from it. It is no exaggert 
tion, however, to remember that our home missi0l 
program, for the past six years, has been just abou 
one of the livest things in existence. 


In the third place, in the Plan of Union thal 
would unite us with our sister denomination, it sets 
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‘THE BooK For Our TIME!’ 


i Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,’”’ and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


a 
$3.00 
Postpaid 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
—-Frank S. Mead, Christian 

eraid. 


THE SOUTHERN 


up what is known as the General Council. The Gen- 


eral Council has been compared to our Assembly’s 


Stewardship Committee but one can hardly feel 


' that the facts in the case will. bear out this assump- 
tion. There is a strong feeling that it is our Ste- 


wardship Committee plus vastly more besides, It 
represents a marked step in the direction of highly 


_ centralized authority in church government. To be- 


gin with, it must be observed that the General 
Council, composed of approximately twenty-five 
men, will have under its supervision, “all the 
material and spiritual interests” of the Executive 


_ Boards of the Church. We just pause long enough 


to observe that if twenty-five men are delegated 


this much power, they will certainly be greatly 


tempted to exercise it in all of its plentitude. 
Furthermore, this same Council has arms of organ- 
ization that reach down into the Synods and Pres- 
byteries to carry out its mandates in these bodies 
covering the entire program of the Church. One 
does not like to suggest that this is a hierarchy but 


what other appropriate unpresbyterian name could 


be applied? 


Furthermore, it must be observed that the plan 
of union calls for an overture to be sent down 
automatically to the Presbyteries five years after 
the Union is consummated calling for biennial 


Meetings of the Genera] Assembly. One can readily 


see that the whole tendency is to throw added au- 
thority into the hands of the Council and that the 
Assembly will largely become its rubber stamp in 


ATTENTION MINISTERS : 


AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


“ THEREFORE STAND ” 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of & friend of The Seuthern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 
postpaid. 
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future days. One does not argue that this will not 


make for a certain type of efficiency but this does 


not augur well for either the health or the purity 
of the Church. The Presbyterian Church has always 
believed in representative government but this is 
a very real denial of our foundational assumptions. 
God grant that we may not allow ourselves to be 
caught in such a plan of union without the utmost 
of clear thinking and heartfelt prayer. 

In the fourth place, to unite with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church would cause a serious rift in 
our ranks. The writer has yet to hear one argu- 
ment in favor of Union that would even partially 
compensate for such a tragic wound. It would cut 
deeply and bleed much. Friends would be separ- 
ated, congregations, Presbyteries and Synods torn 
asunder. The writer, like thousands of others, loves 
his Church. His roots, like theirs, go down deep 
through the experiences of several generations, 
who have served as ministers and elders in our be- 
loved Church. He longs to see a union, as well as 
his brethren, on the basis of an unequivocal accept- 
ance of a fully inspired word of God and an un- 
swerving demonsfrated loyalty to the great essen- 
tial doctrines of our faith without fear or favor, 
and without contradiction. To join now would still 
leave two Churches and bitter feelings regarding 
property losses that would be felt for many decades 
to come, Brethren, rather let us pray for such a 
revival of faith and devotion that we can really 
join in the true union for which our Lord so earn- 


estly prayed. 
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Ownership Of Our Church 
Property 


Why South Carolina Presbytery 
Endorsed The Overture Of Central 
Mississippi Presbytery 


By Rev. D. J. Woods, D.D. 


Notice this overture. An amendment to Section — 


158, Book of Church Order, by substitution for: 


“158(A). All particular churches now connected 
with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
and all particular churches which shall hereafter 
be organized or exist under its jurisdiction shall 
be entitled to acquire, hold, enjoy and dispose of 
their local properties without any right of rever- 
sion to any Presbytery or other Church Court, ex- 
cept when a Church shall become extinct or cease 
to exist, and no person or persons shall claim the 
property, in which case the Presbytery shall take 
over and use or dispose of the property in such 
manner as it may see fit.”’ 


“(B). The right of a particular Church, Presby- 
tery or Synod to acquire, hold or own, enjoy and 
dispose of its property by a majority, not of its 
entire membership, but of the members who were 
present and voting at a meeting of such Church, 
Presbytery or Synod, shall not be affected or im- 
paired by any union, merger or consolidation of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States with 
any other ecclesiastical body or religious organiza- 
tion; it being the intention to make this provision 
a rule of property governing such particular 
Churches, iPresbyteries and Synods, any rulings by 
the Civil Courts to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


Note why South Carolina endorses this over- 
ture. 


1. As a matter of present recognition. The local 
Church is granted by law the right to purchase, 
repair, mortgage or sell the local building or other 
property, except so far as not restrained by some 
entailment, The local Church appoints the trustees 
who are recognized by the courts and responsible 
to the local Churches’ agreement for any changes 
in the property. Any grants by Home Mission 
Committees are gifts to the local congregation. 


Section 158, Book of Church Order, evidences 
that this ownership is normal. Only exception is 
when the local organization ceases to exist. And 
this Section 158 is the only article in our form of 
government and Book of Church Order as to 


property. 


2. Presbyterian precedents stand for this prin- 
ciple. Dr. William Robinson has pointed out ac- 
tions in Scotch unions, in Canada and even in the 
U.S.A. Church, withdrawals of Union Seminary of 
New York and Auburn Seminary. The property 
went with local organizations. 


3. The Presbyterian arrangements of ascending 
Courts of Appeal in doctrinal matters do not de- 
stroy the property rights of local congregations, 
Presbyteries and Synods. Decisions of Superior 
Courts are confined to doctrine and not property 
matters. See Form of Government, Chapters IV:17 
and XIII:58. Our Presbyterian systems and our 
civil government in United States are parallel. In 
neither case was the development from higher 
courts to lower, but the opposite, And really the 


higher courts have authority only as granted by 
the lower in our development. There are state 
rights in civil government and local rights in ee. 
clesiastical, Our Assemblies have not the right to 
assess the lower and so on down to our local cop. 
gregations. Our apportionments are “askings.” 
And we find alterations from Synods down. 


4. As to expediency methods. Is it necessary oy 
expedient to violate fundamental equity because 
in very rare cases a heretical and popular leader 
may lead his congregation to depart from ys? 
Normally the local congregations return $1,000.00 
in contributions to all our causes to every $1.00 
granted by Home Mission Committees in the origin 
or times of stress of a local congregation. Expedi- 
ency should not violate equity. And really a long. 
sighted expediency conforms to equity. In times 
of discussion about union movements a more 
honest decision can be made when rights of prop. 
erty are not allowed to becloud the issue. 


5. A decision of our whole organization in agree. 
ment with the purport of this overture would pre. 
vent the disgusting law suits and wrangles which 
disgraced the union of the U.S.A.-and Cumberland 
Presbyterian Churches. If we so act as the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States we can prevent 
the appeal to the civil courts and the interference 
of civil courts in our ecclesiastical affairs. 


The Christ Of Calvary 


By Rev. G. Coleman Luck 


Member Of The Faculty Of Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago, IIl. 


_ “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed.”? (I Peter 2:24). | 


The death of Christ was a world-shaking event. 
Other men are born to live: Jesus Christ was born 
to die, The gospel records of His life and ministry 
devote fully one-fourth of their space to His death 
and events immediately connected with it. 


The apostle Peter witnessed that death. What is 
his testimony as to its meaning? In the verse quoted 
above, the apostle gives us the what, how, and why, 
of the cross. 


What He did: ‘who his own self bare our sins.” 
All men are sinners and deserve God’s wrath. How 
can ungodly sinners be saved? Here is the solution. 
Christ became our substitute. He, the Sinless One, 
bore our sin. 


How He did it: “in his own body on the tree.” 
He died not for Himself, not as a martyr, but for 
us. In some mysterious but real manner He bore 
the sin of each being in those dark hours on the 
cross. 


Why He did it: “that we being dead to sin might 
live unto righteousness.” He died to bring 1 
forgiveness of sin and to bring us new life— 
eternal life. 


This salvation becomes effective to each_ one 
who believes on Him. “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31). If 
you have not already done so, won’t you too lo 
in faith to the Christ of Calvary and be saved? 


U 

yA 

t] 

ti 

gC 

ST 

al 

S: 

6 be 

| 

di 

hi 

W 

t 

4 

t 

sc 

a 

he 

W 

: ST 

lo 

0 

V 

ti 

le 

ti 


1948 
— 


ted by 
_ State 
In ee. 
ght to 
il con- 
tings,” 


ary or 
Cause 


leader 


1 us? 


$1.00 
origin 
xpedi- 
long- 
times 
more 
prop- 


igT ee- 
pre- 
which 
rland 
‘esby- 
event 
rence 


00.00 


jan. 15, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Posies 


Lesson For Feb. 1: What We 
Know About Jesus - His 
Work Of Salvation 


Scripture: Isaiah 53:4-6; Matthew 1:21; 5:17; 
20:26-28; Luke 19:1-10; Hebrews 4:15-16. Devo- 
tional Reading: Isaiah 53:1-12. 


- Jsaiah 58 is a strangely moving and supremely 
beautiful description of Jesus’ ‘‘Work of Salva- 
tion.” It is both the strongest proof of the evan- 


1 gelical character of this great prophet, and his in- 


spiration. No uninspired man could have given such 
an accurate and vivid account of the death of our 
Saviour as is here portrayed, hundreds of years 
before the event took place. 


The Prophet’s Description: Isaiah 53:4-6. These 
verses are the heart of this chapter; notice the 
substitutionary nature of what Christ does for us. 


We live in a world of grief and sorrow—-yester- 
day we helped in a funeral where broken-hearted 
parents were weeping for their child; today ‘we 
have another in which the children are weeping for 
their beloved mother: “Surely He hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows.” We live in a 
world of transgression and iniquity, a world full of 
sin, and sin brings punishment: He took our place, 


q “swapped with me,” in the crude but true words of 


the old fisherman: “He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities.”’ We are 
at enmity with God, no peace in our hearts, for 
there is no peace to the wicked: He is our peace. 
“The chastisement of our peace was upon Him. 
We are sick; wounds and bruises and putrifying 
sores cover us: He is both the “balm of Gilead,” 
and the “Great ‘Physician’: “By His stripes we are 
healed.” “All we like sheep, have gone astray”: 
we are lost and ruined; foolish, helpless, wilful. 


“But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night the Lord passed thro’ 
’Ere He found His sheep that was lost.” 


The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost, 


As we read these words, who can doubt the In- 
spiration or evangelical fervor of Isaiah? Who can 
keep tears from his eyes? Who can keep back the 
love he ought to have for such a Saviour? Some- 
one has said that all sinners can enter Heaven on 
Verse 6: we go in at the first “‘All,” and find salva- 
tion in the second “All.” 


The Gospel Facts: Matthew 1:21; 5:17; 20:26- 
28; Luke 19:1-10. 


1. His Name - Jesus - He saves: Matthew 1:21. 
Joshua saved his people from the Canaanites, and 
led them into the Promised Land. Jesus saves His 
people from far worse enemies: from Sin and Sa- 
tan—and leads them into life eternal. Let us no- 
tice three expressions: 


1. His people: who are they? The Jews were cer- 
tainly ‘his people,” in one sense; but “He came 
unto His own (people) and His own received Him 
not.” “But as many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even to those 
that believe on His name.” We might say, then, 
that His people are all those who come to Him in 
faith, and him that cometh, I will in no wise cast 
out. Do you belong, then, to “His people?’’ 


2. From their sins—not in, He saves from the 
Penalty, the Pollution, and the Power of sin. “Sin 
shall not have dominion over you.” 


3. Shall: the certainty of it. There may have 
been some doubt as to Joshua’s ability to save 
Israel: he could only save as God gave him the 


power, but there can be no doubt as to Jesus’ 


ability, for He is God Incarnate, “God with us,” 
Immanuel. 


Is not this verse the explanation of the fact that 
“Jesus” is the most widely known and best-loved 
name of the Saviour? This name is not usually 


translated, but transliterated, so that it sounds al- 


most the same in every language. 


“Sweetest note of seraph song, 
Sweetest name on mortal tongue; 
Sweetest carol ever sung, 

Jesus, blessed Jesus.” 


2. His Mission - not destroy, but fulfill the law 
—- Re prophets: Matt. 5:17. How did He fulfill 
the law 


(1) By keeping it perfectly. No mere man since 
the fall had been able to do this, but Jesus did. He 
fulfilled it both letter and spirit. In Him was no 
sin, and sin is the transgression of the law. 


(2) By paying its penalty. The law demanded 
perfect obedience. The wages of sin is death. The 
law had no claim on Jesus; but the law had its ter- 
rible claim on us, He was made sin for us Who 
knew no sin: “Jesus paid it all.’ 


(3) By His deep and spiritual interpretation of 
the law. This is well illustrated in the Sermon on 
the Mount. 


How did He fulfill the prophets? From His 
cradle to His cross, He fulfilled the things which 
were written concerning His Coming and His Work: 
over and over it is said: “That it might be ful- 
filled”; something spoken by some prophet. 


3. His Ministry: ‘“‘Not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister.” “To seek and to save that which was 
lost’: Matthew 20:26-28; Luke 19:1-10. 


Humility, Service, Sacrifice! How these three 
words bind the Ministry of our Lord together! 


Our Catechism speaks of “His Humiliation” and 
tells us wherein it consists: we wonder at His 
amazing grace, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for our sakes He be- 
came poor, that we through His poverty might be 
made rich. 
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We behold Him as the Servant of Jehovah, per- 
forming those menial] tasks which only a servant 
performs. 


We love Him for His Sacrifice, giving His life a 
ransom for many. We who have been led captive 
by sin and Satan, are set free, redeemed, not with 
money, but with His precious blood. 


In Luke 19:1-10 we see His Seeking Love. Zac- 
cheus was a lost man—a lost rich man: Jesus 
sought and found him. He invited Himself into 
this man’s home and heart: Zaccheus let Him in. 
Have you? 


All of Jesus’ life was a seeking for sinners: His 
Words, His Works, His Agony on the Cross: “I, if 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto Me.” How can we be indifferent to such 
seeking love? 


The Exhortation From Hebrews: Hebrews 4:15- 
16, As our Redeemer, our Lord, has a three-fold 
work: Prophet, Priest, King. All three are neces- 
sary, but the part most vital to our salvation is 
His work as our Great High Priest. (If we can 
make any difference between these). 


As our Priest, He must be qualified for His posi- 
tion and work. He must be appointed by God. He 
was sO appointed, as we see in this epistle. 


He must be God, for no other could do the work 
which He had to do for men. 


He must be man. He became man. Two marks of 
His humanity are noted here: 


1. Touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
He was often tired, hungry, thirsty, limited in His 


mode of travelling. He lived as an ordinary man, © 


not as one exempt from the common cares and 
burdens of men: He shed tears, and cried out in 
agony. 


_ 2. Tempted in all points like as we are. His temp- 
tations severer, and harder to resist, as we see Him 
resisting unto blood in the Garden. 


Having laid this foundation, we are now ex- 
horted to: (1) Come boldly - with confidence. (2) 
Come to a throne of Grace - justice and mercy 
meet here at this throne, 


There are two things we find at this throne: (1) 
Mercy. “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” (2) 
Grace to help. The day of salvation is a time of 
need, and every day thereafter. We must have par- 
doning grace; we must have sustaining grace. 


Lesson For Feb. 8: What We 
Know About Jesus - His Nature 


Scripture: John 6:35-40; 13:3-17; Colossians 
1:9-20. Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:5-11. 


What we know about the Nature of Jesus is well 
summarized in our Larger Catechism in these 
words: “The only Mediator of the covenant of 
grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being the 
eternal Son of God, of one substance and equal 
with the Father, in the fulness of time became 
man, and so was, and continues to be, God and 
man, in two entire distinct natures, and one per- 
son for ever.” 


It is beautifully described for us in our Devo- 
tional Reading: ‘“‘Let this mind be in you, which 
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was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men: And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obe. 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: That 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth: And that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.”’ 


Several things stand out clearly in this descrip — 


tion: (1) Jesus is God Incarnate. (2) Jesus is 
Man—a real man. (3) As God He is to be wor. 


shipped and reverenced. (4) As Man, He igs our 


Great Example. (5) As the God-man He is our 
Saviour and Redeemer, and His Name exalted 
above every name. : 


I. Jesus Is God: All three selections of 
Scripture. 


1. In John 6:35-40: Let us notice some 


verses, 


“TI am the bread of life.”” No one but God could 
uSe any of the great “I Ams” of John’s Gospel. 
(Read them, and see). Think for a moment. What 
would sane people say of a man who would have 
the brazen effrontery to say these words and then 
go on to add: ‘‘He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” If we had no’other proof that Jesus is God, 
we have sufficient here, when we know the char- 
acter of the One who spoke these amazing words. 
This verse is gloriously true, if spoken by the Son 
of God; it is folly and blasphemy in the mouth of 
a mere man. 


“TI came down from heaven.’”’ Here, again, is a 
simple statement which proves his divine origin. 
He said to Nicodemus: “And no man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man which is in heaven.” | 


“And this is the Father’s will which ‘sent me”: 
Jesus was sent from heaven by his Father on a 
very definite mission. 


“T will raise him up at the last day.’””’ What man 
could say anything like this? The power to raise 
the dead, is the power of God. 7 


2. In John 13:3-17: “Ye call me Master and 
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.” Can we in- 


agine for a moment that He Who said, “Call no 


man master,” would commend His disciples for 
calling Him Lord and Master, if He were but a 
man? He accepted their worship. He said to Satan: 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve.’”’ The very fact that He ac- 
cepted and claimed worship, is proof of His deity. 


38. In Colossians 1:9-20: “The image of the in- 
visible God.’”’ No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath revealed Him. When we look at 
Jesus, we are looking at the Father: “He that hath 


seen me, hath seen the Father.” 


“The first-born of all creation.’”? He himself was 
not created, but he is the head of all creation, for 
He is Creator of all, as we see from the next verse. 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
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earth, and the Person of the Godhead active in this 
creative work, was the Son. The Spirit was active 
also, for He brooded over the face of the waters. 
Whatever is done by one person of the Godhead, 


is done by all. 

“He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist.’ He not only creates, but rules and sus- 
tains. | 

“Firstborn from the dead.”’ By the resurrection 
all His claims were approved and sealed. 


“That in all things he might have the pre- 


eminence.” When we honor Jesus we honor the. 


Father. There is no jealousy between the persons 
of the Godhead: all have equal honor; but because 
of His work on earth Christ has a peculiar place in 
the scheme of Redemption. The next two verses 
explain why He is so greatly honored. “It pleased 
the Father” is the first reason. God is greatly 
pleased when we exalt His Son. He has made peace 
through the blood of His cross, reconciling all 
things unto himself. | 


II. Jesus Is Man: Devotional Reading, and John 
13:3-17. In our Devotional Reading we are told 
that Christ “emptied himself,” stripped -himself 
voluntarily of his heavenly glory, and became a 
real man. “Christ the Son of God, became man by 
taking to himself a true body and a reasonable 
soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her 
substance, and born of her, yet without sin.’’ (See 
Questions 37, 38, 39, 40, 46-55, in Larger Cate- 
oe where this whole matter is discussed very 
fully). | 


John 13:38-17 is the beautiful and instructive 
scene in the upper room where Jesus took the 
place of the servant and washed the feet of the 
disciples. We see Him here, not only as a man, but 
as a servant. There are many other places where 
his true humanity is seen. 


There was a time in church history when this 
part of His nature had to be clearly brought out, 
for part of the Church had gone to the extreme of 
denying that He was truly human. (See the Ap- 
polinarian and Nestorian Controversies). 


Today, however, we are faced with the other 
heresy; the denial of His true deity. This false 
teaching appeared early in Church History in the 
form of Arianism which was condemned by the 
Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. It came back in the 
form of Unitarianism which permeated many of 
the Churches of New England, and in recent times 
it has become known as Modernism. This wide- 
spread form of Unitarianism is sapping the very 
life-blood of the Church today. 


III. As God - He Is To Be Worshipped: See all 


the selections, and the Devotional Reading. 


In Philippians 2:10,11, we read that every knee 
will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 


Christ is Lord, In John 6:37 we are told that all 


whom the Father gives Him shall come to Him and 
that him that cometh he will in no wise cast out. 
In John 18:18 He commends his disciples for call- 
ing Him “Lord and Master.’”’ In Colossians we 
have seen that He is to have the pre-eminence in 
all things, and that He is the Head‘ of his body, 
the Church. . 3 


We are Trinitarians, and in our Confession of 
Faith we have this statement of our belief: “In the 
unity of the Godhead there be three persons of 
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one substance, power, and eternity; God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, The 


Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; 


the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the 
Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father 
and the Son.” There is a deep mystery here, of 
course, but we find deep mysteries in Nature as 
well as in God’s Word. 


IV. As Man - The Perfect Man - He Is Our 
Example: John 13:14-17; Colossians 1:9-12. 


In John 13:14-17 we have the words of Jesus: 
“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.” In Colossians 
1:10 Paul expresses the desire: “That ye might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work.” 


_V. As the God-man He is our Saviour, Mediator, 
Redeemer. (Questions 36-40 in our Larger Cate- 
chism are well worth studying at this point). 


Let us hold to the truth about the Nature of 


Jesus. We have in Him the “Only Redeemer of 


God’s Elect’’; the only Saviour of sinners. 


The Importance Of The 
Virgin Birth | 


“The knowledge of the virgin birth is important 
because of its bearing upon our view of the soli- 
darity of the race in the guilt and power of sin. If 
we hold a Pelagian view of sin, we shall be little 
interested in the virgin birth of our Lord; we shall 
have little difficulty in understanding how a sinless 
One could be born as other men are born. But if 
we believe, as the Bible teaches, that all mankind 
are under an awful curse, then we shall rejoice in 
knowing that there entered into the sinful race 
from the outside One upon whom the curse did not 
rest save as He bore it for those whom He redeem- 
ed by His blood ... Deny or give up the story of 
the virgin birth, and inevitably you are led to evade 
either the high Biblical doctrine of sin or else the 
full Biblical presentation of the supernatural Per- 
son of our Lord. A noble man in whom the divine 
life merely pulsated in greater power than in other 
men would have been born by ordinary generation 
from a human pair; the eternal Son of God, come 
by a voluntary act to redeem us from the guilt and 
_— of sin, was conceived in the virgin’s womb 

y the Holy Ghost.” —vJ. Gresham Machen. 


Christ The King And Head 
Of The Church 


“Surely that society can have no claim to be a 
part of the visible Kingdom of Christ, which does 
not acknowledge Him as its Head, by submission 
to His sole authority. And it can neither have nor 
give any evidence of participation in His Kingdom, 
of its being a true Church, except as its constituted 
authorities speak and act as deputies of the King, 
teaching and enforcing nothing but what He com- 
mands, and all that He commands.” 


Dr. James B. Ramsey, Pastor, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Lynchburg, Va. (Died 1871), 
In “The Spiritual Kingdom.’ 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 
February 
Feb. 1: Go - Send Or Disobey 


Introduction 


The words for our topic tonight were the closing 
words of a missionary address given at the General 
Assembly a few years ago by a young missionary 
candidate, She answered the question, “Why 1 
Want To Be A Missionary,” by saying that she 
must either go, send, or disobey. 


These words emphasize a truth that we young 
people need to keep in mind. As we look toward 
the future we plan our lives in terms of what we 
want from life, the profession in which we wish to 
invest our lives, the work that gives us the most 
satisfaction and security. If we are Christian 
young people we sometimes say to ourselves that 
if God called us to the mission field we would go, 
but He has not called us. But perhaps we would 
give God a better chance to call if we looked at it 
this way. God has commanded every Christian to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel. We 
are commanded to be missionaries even more posi- 
tively than we are commanded not to murder or 
steal. Therefore we must go, or send, and if we 
don’t we are disobeying God. Thus we can never 
consider what career we want until we have done 
serious business with God to see whether He wants 
us to go ourselves, or to stay at home and send 
others by means of the money we earn. 


As we examine the matter in this light we need 
to go again to God’s Word and see there the real 
motive for and message of missions. Our world is 
full of problems today, and if great numbers of 
the people of the world would begin to live— 
personally, socially, and nationally—by Christian 


principles, then many of our problems would be 


solved. But before we can expect people to live by 
Christian motives they must first be made real 
Christians, and the fundamental work of Christian 
missions is not to solve the problems of world 
order but to win men to Christ and to make Chris- 
tians of them. Thus we need to face this challenge 
in the light of the fundamental teachings of the 
Word of God. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Missionary Command. Matthew 28:19-20. 
(a) Its authority: all authority in heaven and 
earth. (b) Its field: into all the world. (c) Its mes- 
sage: all things that I have told you. (d) Its assur- 
ance: I am with you always. 


2. The Missionary Call. (a) The Holy Spirit se- 
lects the missionaries. Acts 13:1-2. (b) The Church 
sends the missionaries out. Acts 18:3. (c) The 


practical results seal the ministry as of the Lord. 


Acts 15:6-9. 


3. The Missionary Consequences. (a) Salvation 
to those who heed. Romans 10:8-13. (b) Eternal 
separation of those who reject, II Thess. 1:7-9. 


(c) Judgement of those who fail to go or send, 
I Cor. 4:1-2; Rom. 10:13-15; I Peter 4:10. . 


_ Suggestions 


In ‘{Presbyterian Youth” you will find excellent 
summaries of the need in Africa, Brazil, and Ja- 
pan. In building your program you might follow 
the suggestions in ‘Presbyterian Youth.” Open 
with a brief study of the Missionary Command as 
outlined above. Then present the talks from the 
different fields, presenting the needs. Then follow 
this with a study of the Missionary Call and the 
Missionary Consequences as outlined in Scripture 
Lesson above. 


Feb. 8: I'd Rather Do Right 


Introduction 


Some years ago I remember a man made a 
speech to us fellows in prep school on the motto, 
“Ought Means Must.’”’ He talked of the fact that 
deep down inside of all of us there is that some- 
thing that tells us we ought to do certain things, 
and there is also something deep down inside of us 
that makes us want to do things we know we ought 
not to do. We feel pretty good about it all when 
we do what we know we ought to do, and we feel 
sort of bad about it when we do what we know we 
ought not to do. 


As I grew older there were those who began to 
tell me why I ought to behave in certain ways and 
not in other ways. First they told me that I ought 
to do what was right because that was the way 
that would be best for me, the best way to stay 
healthy and get ahead in the world. That may be 
—_ but it has little relation to why we should do 
right. 


Later on others said that I ought to do right be- 
cause it was best for society, doing wrong was ant- 
social. But most of us who found ourselves in the 
grip of passion or carried along by the gang did 
not care much about the good of society. Perhaps 
this is a good reason but it has little to do with 
why we must behave as we ought to. 


The very fact that we feel in our hearts that we 


ought to do right and not wrong is of little sig- 
nificence unless there is a God at the heart of the 
universe who has a righteous standard to which all 
men must conform, Unless there is such a stan- 
dard, and a God to enforce it, then it does not 
really matter whether we do right or wrong. But 
if there is such a standard, and a God to enforce 
it, then it is physicai and spiritual suicide to ignore 
or violate that standard. 


But this is right where the whole Christian faith 
and life come in, All of us know that. we have 
fallen short of that standard, and in Christ we find 
forgiveness for having fallen short. And all of us 
know that we do not have the power to live up 0 
the standard, and in the living Christ we find the 
power to live up to the standard. Let’s study the 
whole Scriptura] picture of how God makes mel 


good. 
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Will Revitalize Your Faith 
—Will fill your heart with 
pity for the unconverted 
— May set the footsteps 
of some dear friend firm- 
ly on the path of Truth. 


120 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK 6, N. Y. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1, God’s Standard. (2) We must be absolutely 
holy. Leviticus 11:44-45. (b) We must be abso- 
lutely perfect. Matthew 5:48. (c) We must be ab- 
solutely loving. Luke 10:25-27. 


2. Man’s Failure. (a) We are unholy by nature. 
Rom. 3:10; Eph, 2:3. (b) We are imperfect in 
ms 3:23. (c) We are unloving in life. 

s 3:3. 


3. God’s Method of Making Men Good. (a) We 
must be made righteous by Christ. II Cor. 5:21; 
Rom. 5:1. (b) We must receive power to practise 
righteousness. Rom. 7:15 -. 8:2. (c) We must yield 
day by day to power of Spirit. Gal. 5:16-25. 


Suggestions 


This whole question of right and wrong is of 
vital importance today because we are living in a 
day and age when many have lost their bearings 
on right and wrong, not on what is right and what 
ls wrong but whether right and wrong have any 
meaning at all. Christians are so influenced by the 
world today that many Christians don’t know what 
ls right or wrong for the Christian. The Scripture 

sson will provide you enough material to study 
the whole matter. You might assign the three sec- 
tions of the Scripture Lesson above to three young 
people to study ahead of time and bring in a re- 
os of the truth in the lesson. After studying the 
Scripture Lesson you might still have this question 
r the minds of the young people: Assuming that 

am a born-again Christian, yielded to the Spirit 
and wanting to do right, how can I know what is 
right? Have someone give a talk along this line: 


1. The Ten Commandments of God outline for 
us those things which are always wrong under any 
and all circumstances. 


2. The Fruit of the Spirit remind us of those 
things in our lives that are right under any and 
all circumstances. 


3. But what of the many decisions that we make 
every day concerning things that are neither al- 
ways wrong nor always right? Think about it this 
way: When a fellow goes out for the football team 
he has one supreme desire for the fall—to make 
the best possible player. To do this he will always 
seek to do what the coach says, do only those things 
that will put him in best condition, and avoid the 
things that will hold back his development. 


When you and I become Christian by believin 
on the Lord Jesus Christ we then and theme babel | 
to the Lord and have a job to do for Him. That 
job is twofold—on the one hand we must make 
ourselves just as Christlike as we can in al] the re- 
lationships of life, and on the other hand we must 
witness to and win people to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ from all over the earth. 
That is our supreme desire and task, and God is 
directing us in carrying out this task. So each day 
as we face the decisions of the day. we can ask our- 
selves these questions: 


1. What can I do that wi : 
to Gea at will be pleasing 


‘2. What can I do that will mak 
likeness of Christ? 


3. What can I do that will help me reach others 


for Christ? 
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and spoke of the correct attitudes. Let’s study the 
passage. 


Anything that will help us do these things will 
be all right, and anything that will keep us from 
doing these things will be all wrong. You might 
have this presented as the closing talk and then 
discuss some specific practises of young people to- 
day in the light of whether they help or hinder the 
main business of being a Christian and winning 
others to Christ. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Dangerous Attitudes. Matthew 5:21-26,38-49. 
(a) Anger toward others. Verses 21-22a. (b) Con- 
tempt of others. Verse 22b. (c) Revenge on others, 
Verses 38-42. (1) Personal. Verse 39. (2) Legal, 
Verse 40. (3) Civil, Verse 41. (4) Social. Verse 42, 


2. Positive Principle. Love. Verses 43-48. (a) 

Feb. 15: I’d Rather Be Wronged Love those who wrong you. Verses 43-44. (b) Love ) 
all men regardless. Verse 45. (c) Love men regard- 

Introduction less of how received. Verses 46-47. | ) 


Christianity has no word for people who have Suggestions 


not sinned and need no forgiveness, All who are Let us study the passage carefully and th 
Christians are people who recognize that they have oman sum fa the Christian’s attitude along this 
come short of the righteous demands of God, have line: 


repented of that failure, and have come to God 
purely because God is gracious and loving to for- 
give and cleanse. 


1. A Christian is one who has been forgiven for 
having wronged God, others, and himself; there- 
fore he must be of forgiving spirit. 


2. A Christian is one who is left on earth to 
manifest God’s Good Will and Grace; therefore it 
is more important that he manifest that good will 
than he have his own way. 


3. A Christian must be one who had rather be 


Since Christians are people who have been for- 
given for having wronged God, others, and them- 
selves; then Christians must be people who are 
“kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake has for- 
given you.” (Eph. 4:32), This attitude of for- 
giveness is the secret of getting along with others. wronged by others yet remain right with God, right 
In Christ’s Sermon on the Mount He warned of the with others, right with himself, than assert his own 
wrong kind of attitudes that we may have in living rights. 


Church have been and are being answered. Gifts 
that have been touched by a willingness to prac- 
tice some degree of self-denial, giving up some- 
thing for self in order to give more to Christ, have 
been blessed beyond our estimate, 


Now, in the face of our Church’s Program of 
Progress in which we are asked to raise Four Mil- 
lion Dollars ($4,000,000.00) for reconstruction in 
our mission fields, we are called again to prayer, 
both in groups and as individuals, that God will 
put it in our own hearts to do our utmost and 
touch the hearts of those who can do much more, 


JANUARY 25 - FEBRUARY 1, 1948 | 


The Week Of Prayer And Self-Denial 
For Foreign Missions 


“The Presbyterian Program of Progress is a 
vision of our Church meeting its full responsibility 


for today’s need and moving forward throughout — 


the world where God has given Us a place ... a 
vision of the Gospel of Christ moving with new 
healing and saving power across the Far East, 
Africa, Brazil, and Mexico, where our missionaries 
are at work.” (Quoted from Program of Progress 
Plan Book, Page 3). 


Each year our whole Church is called to a Week 
of Prayer and Self-Denial as we face our world- 
wide witness. While many have not responded, 
feeling this to be just an annual repetition of a 
formal and perfunctory duty, hundreds of men, 
women and young people have found in this week 
an enriching, spiritual experience, and their faith- 
fulness and consecration have made a vital differ- 
ence in the progress of the foreign mission work 
of our Church in al] lands. 


Our Lord’s promise is still true: ““‘Where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name, there 
am I in the midst of them.”’ The prayers of the 


that our Church may play its full part in sharing 
Christ with a needy and lost world. 


In a leaflet, ‘Guide For Group Prayer Meetings,” 
material is suggested for three special prayer ser- 
vices: One of thanksgiving, one of petition for the 
meeting of the needs we face, one for the conse- 
in agg of ourselves and our gifts to meet these 
needs. 


Whatever plan may be followed in the use of 
this material, or the observance of the Week of 


Prayer, January 25 - February 1, the call to 


prayer for Foreign Missions should be extended to 
all groups in the Church, and all members should 
be encouraged to pray and offered an opportunity 
to give sacrificially to the financial goal our Church 
has set for its foreign mission work. 


On the back cover page of that most interesting, 
pictorial, inspirational booklet, “For All The World 
Christ Is The Only Answer,” issued by our Foreign 
Mission Committee, is given a list of topics t0 
guide individual prayer for Foreign Missions. This 
page can well serve as a guide to continued per- 
sonal prayer for the work of our Church in other 
lands. If you have not received a copy of “For All 
the World Christ Is The Only Answer,” as your 
pastor about it, to whom copies have been sent 
for you. 


| 


Foreign Missions In The 
Presbyterian Program 
Of Progress 


Is there any member of the Presbyterian Church 


in the United States who does not know that the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress is “on?” Jan- 
vary is the month for that person to learn of this 
Program in a truly big way! weenie Missions holds 
the center of interest as the year begins and it will 
take every member of our Church learning about, 
praying for and giving to Foreign Missions in a 
way not yet done, if the goal is reached. 


What is that goal? In dollars and cents it is $4,- 
000,000.00, but that must be broken down to mean 
as much as it can mean to people. On a per capita 
basis that represents a gif; of $6.51 from every 
one of the 613,701 members of our Church, as re- 
ported to the 1947 Genera] Assembly. Does that 
seem an impossible goal to reach? Less than 2 cents 
per day throughout one year! You know though, as 
do those responsible for this work, that every mem- 
ber of the Church has not been supporting financi- 
ally the work of the Church, and that to expect an 
average of $6.51 from every communicant is uto- 
pian. That means that many will have to give for 
those who do not, cannot or will not give. Large 
gifts must be made by some if the goal is reached, 
and there are many in our Church who are able to 
make generous gifts. 

How will this money be used? Will the invest- 
ment bring adequate returns to justify its being 
made? That depends on what you consider good 
returns. There are opportunities for the Gospel to- 
day in the Far East such as have never existed be- 
fore, there is a longing for peace, security, safety— 
for a Power that gives all four, Christ is the only 
answer for Reconstruction in the Far East. Three 
major tasks must be financed there: reconstruction 
and repair of mission property; replacement of 
furniture, equipment and other needed supplies; 
travel and personal outfit of 150 missionaries re- 
turning to China, Japan and Korea. $840,000.00 
for this reconstruction are already on hand. The 
allocation of funds is: China, $1,500,000.00; Ja- 
pan, $800,000.00; Korea, $1,001,500.00—making 
$3,301,500.00 for reconstruction in the 

ar East. 3 


Maybe you have had first-hand experience, as 
some have had, in seeing a missionary prepare to 
return to the Orient. Everything (it seemed to us) 
from push-tacks to trucks was on the list of sup- 
plies to be taken along, And with prices as they 
are here in the United States and many times 


higher in the Orient, any one knows that it will. 


take much to send our missionaries back and to 
equip them for their work. 


A second major part of the work is Expansion— 
previding for building and equipment needs for 
advance in Africa, Brazil and Mexico. Each of those 
countries offers unparalleled opportunities for the 
mission enterprise. Each is a strategic part of the 
world family of nations, especially Africa and Bra- 
zil. For this missionary expanse these three coun- 
tries need amounts as follows: 


749,437.00 
363,810.00 
$2,026,635.00 


Now those readers who are numerically minded 


Will immediately add these two large totals and 


have a grand total of $5,328,135.00 and then ex- 


claim: “But they said the total was $4,000,000.00.” 
That’s right. You see, there is some money now on 
hand for rehabilitation, as noted above, and that 
means that four million dollars is the Program of 
Progress goal desired this month to help meet these 
askings. 

This is indeed a Program of Advance—for more 
must be given than has been in the past; more will 
be done than has been done; the Gospel will be 
preached to more people; healing will be possible 
for more who are sick in body, mind and spirit; 
hope and life and joy will be the gifts that more 
missionaries take to more people in the six coun- 
tries where our work is done, and in the two other 
fields, Portugal and the Andean area, where we co- 
operate with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in 
carrying on a missionary program, 


Your part? Deciding what you will give; taking 
time to know of the needs through reading articles 
in church publications, hearing sermons and mes- 
sages about the work, taking part in a mission 
study class or group this month, taking more time 
to pray more intelligently for this great missionary 
program of our Church; telling others of the op- 
portunity, the needs, and persuading them to join 
in this work through money, prayer and sincere 
interest. 


“Our Church’s Answer to the Tensions of the 
World ... Presbyterian Program of Progress.” 


“For All the World—Christ the Only Answer.” 
Foreign Missions has a big stake in the Program 
of Progress. 


Note: A packet containing copies of an attrac- 
tive booklet, showing that “stake,” is being sent by 
the Foreign Mission Office to every local Church 
in the Assembly, Pastors will have this booklet; 
laymen will have it; women and young people of 
the Church will have copies. It includes the most 
recent information about each of the mission fields 
and pictures showing the needs; suggestions for 
individual prayer; reasons why this foreign mis- 
sion objective of $4,000,000.00 must be under- 
written in January, 1948; and some facts about 
the young people who are eager to go to the mis- 
sion fields. See that full use is made of this booklet 
in your Church. —A.T.J. 


Centre Presbyterian Church 


One of the most delightful surprises of our 
twenty years’ stay in this field came to us on the 
evening of November 28. We had our regular con- 
gregational supper at that time, and a feast of 
good things was enjoyed by all. After supper the 
pastor reviewed the Home Mission Book for the 
Auxiliary. 


Then came the great surprise. A table in the. 
corner which had been covered al] evening, was un- 
covered, and a most beautiful set of chinaware was 
presented to the pastor and his wife. This gift 
came from the whole congregation, together with 
many of our Methodist friends,:- some of whom 
were present, How this was managed without a 
hint getting to either of us is a mystery which we 
cannot solve. We were so completely overwhelmed 
and touched, that we could find no words to ex- 
press our feelings. 


God has indeed been good to us in allowing us 
to remain so long among such splendid and appre- 
ciative people. 

Rev. and Mrs. J. Kenton Parker, Sr. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 


The dates for the 1948 Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School at Montreat, N. C., are July 21-28. 
The Training School will convene on the evening 
of July 21, and close with the night session on 
July 27. All who attend are urged to remain until 
the morning of July 28. 


The Committee on Woman’s Work and the Wo- 
man’s Advisory Committee will meet during the 
week just prior to the Woman’s Auxiliary Training 
School, and Presbyterial Presidents will hold their 


Annual Conference beginning on the afternoon of 


July 20, continuing in session through the morn- 
ing of the 21st. 


All reservations at Montreat should be made 
through the Mountain Retreat Association. Again 
this year it will be necessary to make a deposit of 
$5.00 when asking for a room reservation. In the 
event you cannot go to Montreat this will be re- 
turned to you if you notify the Montreat Office 
ten days ahead of the opening of the School. 


>. 


Another Week Of Prayer And 
Self-Denial - But Different 


By Margaret W. Taylor 


Each year our whole Church is called to a week 
of prayer and denial of things for self in order to 
make possible the carrying on of our Church’s 
world-wide mission. 


This year we are again called to that but to far 
more. To many people this season has meant an 
enriching spiritual experience and their faith- 
fulness and consecration has always made a vital 
difference in the progress of this world-wide mis- 
sion of our Church, This year in the face of our 
Church’s Program of Progress we are called the 
more earnestly to prayer and to a more liberal and 
sacrificial giving. The Four Million Dollar Goal 
($4,000,000.00) for Foreign Missions will demand 
not only the large gifts of the wealthy but the 
maximum amount possible from every single 
member. 


We have met for prayer in other years and God 
has answered our prayers and blessed our efforts. 
We can count on Him. 


We have sent faithful, courageous and splendidly | 


equipped missionaries to take up their tasks in the 
most difficult and trying places. We have sent 
many back to the Far East to blasted homes, 
schools and hospitals, to reconstruct their work 
and re-establish our Church’s witness in these 
lands. They are living cheerfully because they re- 
cognize the urgency of their task and its relevance 
teP sa security this needy and broken world can 
achieve. 


Some have gone to other places of unlimited op- 
portunity eager to press the expansion of our wit- 
ness while these opportunities are at hand. We can 
count on our missionaries. 


Now it is our turn. The leaders of our As- 
sembly’s Committee for the Program of Progress 


recognizes that, while the total goal for the Church 
of $7,250,000.00 is being spread out over a period 
of years, reconstruction in the Far East, with our 
missionaries returning should not be delayed, 
Hence they have asked that the Foreign Mission 
Goal of the (Program of Progress be raised now. 


Let Us Pray 


On the back of the booklet, “For All The World 
Christ Is The Answer,” are suggestions for prayer, 
Material has also been prepared outlining three 
special prayer services. Three copies for each 
Church are available free on request from the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta 3, Ga. All of us can and must pray. 


Let Us Give 


We usually greatly underestimate what we can 
give, This year each of us must determine, under 
the scrutiny of One who gave His All, what is the 
very limit of our capacity to give, and give that— 
lovingly and cheerfully for the evangelization of 
the world for Christ. 


Can He Count On Us? 


= 


Message From Dr. Fulton 


Recently Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secre- 
tary of Foreign Missions, sent a letter to the pres- 
ident of every local Woman’s Auxiliary throughout 
the Assembly. If you are a local president, you 
know with what this article is concerned. The let- 
ter was dated December 11 and was sent in ample 
time to arrive before the last Christmas plans had 
to be completed, and the holiday demands absorbed 
all one’s time. It was sent in time to help each aux- 
iliary president complete plans for the Foreign 
Mission Season, which extends from January 1 to 


February 1 this year. Just in case you are not the 


president perhaps you wiil want to read on and 
see what Dr. Fulton has said. 


In speaking of the Foreign Mission Season and 
the goal to be reached Dr. Fulton said that it 1s 
the greatest undertaking that our Church has ever 
attempted in her whole history. “The General As- 
sembly has set the raising of the $4,000,000.00 al- 
lotment for Foreign Missions in the Program of 
Progress as the ‘one thing I do’ of the current 
church year, and a superlative effort is to be made 
to secure this entire amount in cash or in pledges 
during the month of January. It is obvious that 
our usual self-denial offering will have to be mul- 
tiplied more than ten times if we are to reach the 
unprecedented goal that is before us.” 


Because of the ravages to property caused by 
World War II, our Executive Committee knows 
that there can be no forward movement in mission 
work until “the terrible destruction ‘of our mis- 
slonary properties has been mended, and churches, 
schools, hospitals and homes have been restored to 
service.”’ As one reads of the response to the Gos. 
pel in mission lands today, it is clear that ‘“‘fields 
of great promise await the Church’s response 
the Program of Progress.”’ 
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Our Church has been justified time and again in 
the confidence placed in the women of the Church. 
Dr. Fulton and his committee are counting on the 
women to do their part magnificently in this For- 
eign Mission Season, They look to auxiliary 
leaders to rally the women of the Church in the 
greatest outpouring of prayer and giving that our 
Church has ever seen. To aid in such a response 
there have been prepared and distributed to every 
local Church in our Assembly an illustrated pam- 
phlet describing our missionary need and oppor- 
tunity, A Guide To Intercession, and offering en- 
velopes. Prompt attention should have been given 
to the ordering of sufficient quantity of each of 
those to supply every woman member of the 
Church with them. A supply of the pamphlets and 
envelopes has been sent to local pastors also, 
enough to distribute to one-fourth of the local 
church membership. Others can be ordered as 
needed. 


In closing this letter Dr. Fulton said: “The 
prayers and hopes of our missionaries are centered 
as never before in this undertaking. I believe too 
that our Lord is looking expectantly to His people 
in this day of tragic need and overwhelming op- 
portunity in the world.” 


“Christ for the world we sing!” “For all the 
world Christ is the only answer.’”?’ What will you 


do to make attainable the goal of $4,000,000.00 


for Foreign Missions this month? Yes: “Christ for 
the world we sing! The world to Christ we bring 
with loving zeal—with fervent prayer ... With 
one accord ... With joyful song.” This demands 
much more than the usual self-denial gift from 
every member of our Church! 


A Thank You From Miss Gomez 


(Note: During the fall of 1947, Miss Emma 
Gomez, one of the outstanding leaders in Woman’s 


Work in the Presbyterian Church in Mexico, came 


to the States to study Woman’s Work in our 
Church. This trip was financed in part by our Aux- 
iliary Friendship Circle Fund, and in part by the 
Executive: Committee of Foreign Missions. Plans 
for her itinerary were made through the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work. After her six weeks’ 
visit, she wrote the following message of apprecia- 


tion.) 


I am very grateful to God for permitting me 


the opportunity to visit your beautiful country, 


and to see the Woman’s Work in the Presbyterian 
Church in its different phases. 


I am very grateful to the Committee on Wo- 
man’s Work for the plans for my visit, which 
helped to give me a complete view of the splendid 
organization that you have. At the office of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work in Atlanta, Ga., all 
of them on the staff are doing a very good job. _ 


This visit means so much to me because the 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico is going to take a 
new step. In November will be organized the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and will be celebrated the Diamond 
Jubvee. The Mexican women must be organized 
too, we need to do the best work in this new or- 
ganization. 


We know the Mexican people need the know- 
ledge of Christ as Saviour. The Church which they 
have had for centuries has taught nothing about 
Christ. Mexico is a beautiful and naturally rich 
country, but it doesn’t mean much when the peo- 
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ple are living without Christ and His teachings. 
Many of them are superstitious, ignorant, intol- 
erant, they still persecute the Protestan; Church. 
In many of the cities, all windows in the houses 
have a printed card: “This is a Roman Catholic 
home, we don’t want any Protestant literature.” 
But we Protestants know the only answer for our 
people is Christ. 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S., is doing very 
good work in Foreign Missions, and I want to tell 
you Mexico needs Christ, like China, Korea, Japan, 
Africa and Brazil. Christianity means for every 
person—as for every country—progress, justice, 
faith, hope, love. We are grateful to our mission- 
aries; they are our friends, and they are helping 
us in this big task. 


My last word in this country is of gratitude to 
you. I enjoyed your beautiful churches and the 
lovely music of the organs, but over all I enjoyed 
so much the fellowship of the outstanding women 
of the Presbyterian Church here. 


I am praying to the Lord, the wonderful experi- 
ence I had in this trip may be used in our new or- 
ganization. Thank you so much. God bless you and 
your work. | 
Your Mexican friend, 
Emma Gomez. 


DOORS 
By Mrs. Elizabeth Wilson McLauchlin* 


Doors of opportunities continue to open to us. 
Sunday we had a special service for 500 men from 
the Officers’ Training School here and it was a 
sight to see them march in to “Onward Christian 
Soldiers’? — what we hope they may become! Most 
of the music was of a martial character and we 
were proud of our choir and were not surprised 
when General Yao asked that special thanks be 
given them. 


Before the service General Yao, who is at the 
head of the School and has been a frequent guest 
in our home, asked that he might explain why he 
wanted them to attend a Christian Service and it 
was encouraging to listen to his message which 
sounded more like a sermon than anything else, 


It might be of interest to you to know that he is 
one of three men in China who are not supposed 
to be punished no matter what they do, because of 
his close connections with China’s great leader, 
Sen Yat Sen, especially at the last when Dr. Sen 
needed protection. Last week we were invited to a 
feast in the School and were received in true mili- 
tary style with bugles blowing and soldiers as- 
sembled to salute us as we passed. 


* * * * * 


This summer I have been going out with several 
of our young teachers to visit in the homes here 
and after the first visit which was most encour- 
aging they said: “Let’s go again and Ming shi mo 
(Mrs. McLauchlin) if you could just go with us — 
and teach us how to approach our own people!” 
You may be sure I said: ‘‘Yes, we will go again 
and again.” For what greater challenge could come 
to any missionary than this, to help these young 
women lead their own people to Christ? Would that 
all of my time might be given to this and nothing 
else. Now they are having the joy of seeing many 
of those who heard the Gospel in their homes com- 


ing to church regularly. 
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A few weeks ago a little 12-year-old boy walked 
in with his father from a place about 40 miles 
away, both with Kala azar (enlargement of the 
spleen), a disease which has taken such heavy toll 
all through this section of China. When I saw him 
with his tattered clothes and nothing else except a 
little tin cup in his hand I asked his name, and 
tears streamed down his face for his father had 
succumbed to the disease, leaving him alone. For- 
tunately a check for $25.00 had just come and I 
could say: “We will put you in the hospital, give 
you the treatment and then when you are well 
enough you will go over to play and learn with the 
other children.’”’ From the clothes some of you have 


sent us we will be able to put on him some good 


clothes instead of the rags he now wears. 


Doesn’t it warm your heart to think that we 
could not do all of this without your love, your help 
and your prayers? 


Several of the men on General Lee’s Staff who 
have been attending the Bible Class in our home 
have become real believers, especially his attrac- 
tive Dr. Ni, who has taken special interest. Some 
of the wives of these men have also been moved 
most decidedly and at the last meeting with them 
Mrs. Lee asked when we were to have the exami- 
nation of enquirers as a number of them wanted 
to come. 


You see how your prayers are being answered 
for remember I not only asked you to pray, but 
told you I was counting on you for I knew I could. 


eee & 


When the news reached us that the missionaries 
for whom we have been looking and longing were 
not coming to help us my heart sank within me 
and I was tempted to be discouraged, but God al- 
ways has just the word for us and Job 38:3 came 
to me, Day after day I found myself repeating it 
over and over again, sometimes aloud. It helped! 
I commend it to any soul who might feel you are 
being let down. It is a challenge to my faith, 


courage, patience and physical endurance, but I 
must meet it and not let it get the best of me. If — 


the Lord wants us to continue working here alone 
as we have had to do now for a year and a half 
then surely He will give the spiritual] and physical 
strength so needed. 


All we can say and from the depths of our souls 


with all of its meaning: “Brethren, pray for us.” 
There is no other way out. 


*Our missionary in Haichow, Ku. 


Wings For The Soul 
“A New Year’s Wish” 


“TI wish you a vision of God that shall make you 
eager to guide others to the place of vision; 


A vision of self that shall give you charity for 
the weakness of others; 


_A vision of others that shall reveal to you their 
virtues more than their faults; 


A vision of life that shall make you eager to 
work, willing to endure, patient in waiting, a mas- 
ter of self and a servant of all.” —Selected. 


Whatever Commentaries You Now Have 
In Your Study — There’s Only One 


“MATTHEW HENRY” 


“Never Surpassed - It Can 
Never Be Superseded” 


SIX HANDSOME VOLUMES 


Dr. Charles G. Trumbull: | 

“A valuable contribution was made to the 
literature of the Christian Church when the 
well-known publishers issued its now well- — 
known six-volume edition of the Commen- 
tary carefully revised and corrected.” 


Theodore L. Cuyler: 

“To many a hard-working minister has this 
work been a mine of gold! Next to wife and 
children, has lain near his heart, his pored- 
over and prayed-over Matthew Henry.” 


Dr. George W. Truett: | 

“This monumental work should be in the 
library of every preacher and Bible student 
in the land.” 


Charles H. Spurgeon: 

“Every minister should read it thru at 
least once. He will acquire a vast store of 
sermons, and thoughts will swarm around him 
like twittering swallows around an old gable.” 


Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr: 

“(Matthew Henry has insight and imagina- 
tion and a flare for the things of the spirit— 
we cannot get along without the imaginative 
genius that makes old things new.” 

W. Graham Scroggie, D.D.: 


“Coming from a single hand, there is noth- 
ing in our language to equal Matthew Henry.” 


BIOGRAPHICAL EDITION 
With 
MATTHEW HENRY’S PORTRAIT 
AND FULL LIFE STORY 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE REFORMED DOCTRINE 
, OF ADOPTION 


By R. A. Webb. With Introduction by Rev. John 
R. Richardson, D.D. Published by Eerdman’s Pub- 


‘dishing Company, 1947, Pages 188. Price $2.50, 


Dr. Robert A. Webb was a gift of Old Columbia 


- to Southwestern and to Louisville Presbyterian 


Theological Seminary. In both places he formu- 
lated the Reformed Faith in convincing logic and 
presented it with warm conviction. The memory of 
Webb’s presentation of the glory and the work of 
Christ from the Epistle to the Hebrews makes it 
still difficult for the reviewer to be satisfied with 
any other sermon on this grand theme. 


Some question the title to this work on the 
ground that not many of the Reformed theologians 


have developed the doctrine of adoption. We agree. 


with the statement but reject the conclusion. A 
series of lectures presented in 1861 by Dr. Cand- 
lish, of the New College, Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
answered by his opposite number, Dr. Crawford, 
of the University of Edinburgh, focused the theme. 
The discussion, taken up in Scotland by Hugh Mar- 
tin and William White, was carried on in Columbia 
Theological Seminary by Thornwell, Girardeau, 
and Whaling, in Louisville, Ky., by Webb, and in 
Austin, Tex., by Dr. George Summey. 


Thus we have a distinct doctrine wrought out on 
the ground of the Reformed Faith as that was 
gloriously present in the Free Church of Scotland 
and in the Southern Presbyterian Church. In edit- 


{ ing and introducing this work, Dr. John R. Rich- 


ardson has shown himself a true disciple of Webb, 


and has earned the gratitude of the Columbia 
alumni just as he undertakes the responsibility of 


being one of the Directors of Columbia Theolog- 
ical Seminary. 


While Candlish and Thornwell held that Adam 
was a servant and only a potential son, Crawford 
and Girardeau held that Adam was created both a 
servant and a son—a subject at one and the same 
time both of moral government and of moral dis- 
cipline. As Alexander Whyte, the great Scottish 
evangelical preacher, follows the Candlish line, so 
Robert A. Webb follows but modifies Girardeau. 
Indeed Webb defines, states, elaborates and de- 
— the doctrine further than any writer we 
ave seen, | | 


For Webb the original sonship of Adam and of 
the race “‘was not natural but artificial.’”” Adam was 
adopted by a decree of the Divine will, and when 
he failed to fulfill the filial test the adopting act 


was annulled and Adam was remanded to his for- — 


mer position as a mere creature and servant. In- 
deed from the first chapter through the last Dr. 
Webb holds his lance against the New Theology 
with its conception of God as the natural Father 
of all men and all men as the children of God. 
Such natural paternalism does away with the true 
doctrine of creation, of moral government, of sin, 
of human suffering, of the atonement, of regener- 
ation, and of eternal punishment. According to Dr. 

ebb, the sonship of man was “cancelled,” “an- 
nulled, ’ “forfeited,’? by the Fall, so that man was 
disowned,” “disinherited,” “repudiated” and “out- 
lawed” by God. 


How then can the filial status be restored? Webb 
carefully considers the various theories and shows 
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that this cannot be done by those who teach a pan- 
theistic and mystical view of the incarnation, nor 
through a moral and sentimental sonship by a mere 
act of love, nor through the atonement as a mere 
didactic display issuing in a natural and normal 
sonship by a mere repentance. It is attained through 
the atonement as a propitiatory sacrifice as that is 
applied to sinners by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
This evangelical and redemptive sonship is one “in. 
which God is constituted a Father by the Atone- 
ment, and the sinner is constituted son by Grace; 
one in which the death of Christ makes God a 
Father of the elect, and the Spirit conveys filial 
privileges and imparts a filial nature to cast-off 
and disowned sinners. The fall, on the one hand 
annulled the fatherhood of God, and on the other 
hand, it annulled the sonhood of man; the evan- 
gelical sonship is that sonship in which the Son of 
God changes God’s relation to that of a loving and 
beneficent Father, and the Holy Spirit changes 
man’s relation and heart into those of a dutiful 
and delightful child.” “Evangelical sonship, there- 
fore, is based upon the vicarious and sacrific*~" 
death of the Son of God. There is no entry into 
the sheepfold—no entry into the kingdom—no 
entry into the house of God which avoids the Cross 
on Calvary.” “By the fall we became the children 
of disobedience, by the atonement we became the 
children of obedience. By the fall we became the 
children of wrath, by the atonement, we became 
the children of love. By the fall we became the 
children of the Devil, by the atonement we become 
the children of God.” 


Since Webb taught and wrote the theological 
climate has changed from an emphasis upon log- 
ical formulation to one upon the living Lord, from 

reoccupation with a system to concern with a 
erson—the Saviour Christ. Therefore, it may take 
a little longer for our day to appreciate the careful 
reasoning of this solid work, and some may even 
be estopped by the fact that the argument for the 
Edenic sonship of Adam moves from reason to 
revelation. We invite such readers to continue the 
ts of the work of a ripe theologian, a true 
eliever, and a great preacher of the Lord Jesus 


Christ, 
William C. Robinson, 
(Professor of Historical Theology, 
Columbia Theological Seminary. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
: Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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CALVIN’S COMMENTARY 
ON ROMANS 


By John Calvin. Published by William B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson Avenue, 
S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.50. 


Bible-believing Christians are hailing with great 
delight the republication of this monumental work 
by the prince of exegetes. It is also good news to 
learn that other volumes by Calvin are now in the 
process of publication. For a number of years this 
commentary has been hard to obtain. Although we 
have had one for a long time it is now dilapidated 
through constant use and old age. We are elated 
that this new volume is now off the press. Further- 
more the type has been improved. 


Professor Louis Berkhof has an illuminating in- 
troduction to this edition. We concur in his state- 
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ment that Mr. William B. Eerdmans has rendered 
a fine service to the spiritual progeny of Calvin by 
the republication of this Reformer’s works. This 
venture of faith on the part of Mr. Eerdmans 
“clearly testifies to the fact that despite the many 
adverse currents of the present time he believes in 
the future of Calvinism in the English-speaking 
world.”” We join in the plea of Professor Berkhof 
that we build anew on the foundation laid by John 
Calvin and founded on the Word of God rather 
than pin our hopes on some passing philosophy. 

Alexander Whyte said that when his book-seller 
sent to him a new commentary on Romans for ap- 
proval he immediately turned to the seventh chap- 
ter. If the commentator knew how to handle this 
chapter he bought the book, If he failed to deal 
adequately with it, he returned the book stating 
that he was not interested in blind leaders of the 
blind. We may turn to any one of the chapters of 
this commentary, including the seventh, and find 
that Calvin did not waste his time dealing with 
straw men. 

We would like to see this volume in every min- 
ister’s library in our Church. We can also recom- 
mend it to our laymen. The truths embodied in the 
volume are valid for the needs of our day. Calvin’s 
“lucid brevity” will appeal to all who appreciate 
clarity and conciseness. —John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


— 


STUDIES IN THEOLOGY 


By Loraine Boettner, D.D. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson 
Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich, Price $3.50. 


Some time ago Dr. Boettner published major 
works on “The Person Of Christ,” “The Inspira- 
tion Of The Scriptures,” and “The Atonement.” 
This book is a new edition of these works with the 
addition of two important sections on “Christian 
Supernaturalism” and “The Trinity.” 


The section on the Inspiration of the Scriptures 
grapples with the confusion in the Christian 
Church of our day in regard to the authority of 
the Bible. Dr. Boettner believes: ‘“‘The indifference 
which the Church has maintained towards sound 
Scripture doctrine in recent days is probably the 
chief cause of the uncertainty and of the internal 
dissension with which she is faced. Ignorance con- 
cerning the nature of the doctrine of Inspiration, 
or want of clear views regarding it can only result 
in confusion. Millions of Christians today are like 
men whose feet are on quicksand and whose heads 
are in a fog. They do not know what they believe 
the Inspiration and authority of the 

ible.’ 


Dr. Boettner reminds us that the Church of the 
past has not held to other doctrines with such te- 
nacity nor taught them with such clearness as she 
has this doctrine of Inspiration. He laments the 
fact that unbelief concerning this subject has in- 
filtrated into the modern Church. To use his lan- 
guage: “‘Perhaps no event in recent church history 
has been more amazing than the swing away from 
faith in the authority of the Scriptures.’”’ The au- 
thor believes that our view of Scripture is a regu- 
lative belief and determines our views on other 
theological subjects, and especially the answer we 
give to the question, ‘‘What Is Christianity?” 

In the section dealing with Christian Super- 
naturalism Dr. Boettner affirms that: “The funda- 


mental conflict in which Christianity is engageg 
today in the intellectual sphere is a conflict be. 
tween the Supernaturalism of the Bible and the 
Naturalism of other paths.” 


The author accepts the historical definition of g 
miracle as “an event in the external world, 
wrought by the immediate power of God, and de. 
signed to accredit a message or a messenger.” 


The discussion on the Trinity sets forth in clear 
language the basic truths which the Church holds 
concerning the doctrine of the Trinity, The Scrip. 
tural evidence for this doctrine is presented and 
also an explanation of the formulations of this 
doctrine by Church Councils and individual Chris. 
tian thinkers, The author admits that the Trinity 
is perhaps the most mysterious and difficult doc. 
trine of Christianity, but we must remember that 
it is presented in the entire range of Scripture. 
The Tri-personality of God is exclusively a truth 
of revelation and one which lies outside the realm 
of natura] reason. The author also reminds us that 
the doctrine of the Trinity, is the distinctive mark 
of the Christian religion setting it apart from all 
the other religions of the world. 


We are told that historically the Church has al. 
ways refused to recognize as Christians those who 
rejected the doctrine of the Trinity. He also men- 
tioned that every great revival of Christianity 
down through the ages has been a revival of ad- 
hesion to fullest Trinitarianism. 


The chapter on The Person Of Christ states that 
the question we must settle first of all is, ‘Who Is 
Jesus Christ?” Historically this question was set- 
tled in the early Church by affirming that He is 
the Divine Son of God, Deity Incarnate. This faith 
has been expressed in creeds, hymns, and devo- 
tional writings. In comparatively recent times hov- 
ever this faith of the Church has been challenged. 
As the author affirms: “Not only from without, 
but from within.” He further maintains: “We hold 
that to admit the Deity of Christ, and to trust 
Him for salvation constitutes one a Christian, and 
that to reject His Deity means one is a non- 
Christian.””’ The author brings an abundance of 
evidence to prove that Christ was indeed Deity in- 
carnate, the eternal Son of God, Who came to this 
earth in order that He might provide a way of re 
demption for sinful men. The arguments Dr. 
Boettner offers are not new, but they are pre 
sented in a fresh and interesting manner. 7 


The last section of this book gives the signif- 
cance of Christ’s death. The author believes that 
the work of Christ in reconciling God and man 
which we call the Atonement lies at the very heart 
of the Christian system. He affirms that all we 
know concerning this doctrine must be derived 
from the Scriptures, as human philosophy and 
speculation can contribute practically nothing to- 
wards the solution. We are presented here with a 
systematized account of the Scripture’s teaching 
concerning the work of Christ on the Cross. 

This is the type of book that should be circu- 
lated freely among the students in our theological 
seminaries, A careful study of the contents of this 
forthright volume will strengthen the preaching of 
any Christian minister. It provides the only stable 
basis for the true ecumenical Church. Before you 
surrender your Christian convictions we urge you 
to read this convincing book. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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THE CHRISTIAN VIEW 
OF MAN 


By J. Gresham Machen. Published by William B. 


| Kerdman’s Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson Ave- 


nue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 
“The Christian View Of Man” is a sequel to the 


| radio addresses given under the title, ‘“‘The Chris- 


tian Faith In The Modern World.” This volume 
deals with the Biblical doctrine of man, including 


| the related subjects of the Decrees of God and 


Predestiaation. It also is concerned with what the 
Bible teaches in regard to sin. Dr. Machen held 
that the Refofmed Faith should be preached as 
well as taught in the class room and that the need 
for the preaching of it is obvious at the present 


time. 


Dr. Machen begins by outlining the kaleido- 
scopic changes in our day and he asked this per- 
tinent question: “Is there anything that remains 
unchanged? When so many things have proved to 
be untrustworthy, is there anything that we can 
trust?” He answered his own question by saying: 


“One point is at least clear—we can not trust the 


Church, the visible Church. The Church as it now 
actually exists upon this earth has fallen too often 
into error and sin. No, we can not appeal to the 
world and the Church ... I have a very definite 
answer to give to that question, It is contained in 
a verse taken from the prophecy of Isaiah: “The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word 
of our God shall stand forever’ ... There are many 
things that change, but there is one thing that does 
not change. It is the Word of the living and true 
God. The world is in decadence, the visible Church 
is to a considerable extent apostate; but when God 
speaks we can trust Him and His Word stands for- 
ever sure.’ 


Dr. Machen did not come to the consideration 


of these doctrines of the Christian faith in a cold, 
academic manner, but as he expressed it, in 
own words, “but as a drowning man lays hold of a 
plank that may save him from the abyss.” There 
is a serious note sounded through this volume. To 
this theological giant, the doctrines presented are 
not matters of curious interest, but ‘‘a matter of 
life or death. Here we stand on the brink of eter- 
nity. We are sinners—we deserve God’s wrath and 
curse. There is hope for us only in what God has 
told us in His Word. Let us listen to it while there 
is time.” This series of messages discusses pri- 
marily what God is. The author rejected all im- 
personal conceptions of God and insisted that God 
ls a Personal Being with an eternal purpose. 


After discussing such significant subjects as the 
Works of God in Creation and Providence, Mir- 
acles, God’s Image and Man, the Fall of Man, and 
Original Sin, he closes with a magnificent chapter 
on Sinners Saved By Grace. Here we have a sig- 
nificant observation. “The Biblical doctrine of the 
grace of God does not mean as caricatures some- 
ume represent it as meaning that man is saved 
against his will. No, it means that a man’s will is 
renewed. His act of faith by which he is united to 
the Lord Jesus Christ is his own act. He performs 
that act gladly and is sure that he never was so 
ree as when he performs it. Yet he is enabled to 
perform it simply by the gracious, sovereign act of 
the Spirit of God. Ah, my friend, how precious is 

at doctrine of the grace of God! It is not in ac- 
cordance with human pride. It is not a doctrine 
that we should ever have evolved, But when it is 
revealed in God’s Word the hearts of the redeemed 
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cry, ‘Amen.’ Sinners saved by grace therefore do 
ascribe not some but all of the praise to God.” 


It is no over-statement to say that this Biblical 
scholar did more to make the Christian Faith un- 
derstandable to modern Americans than any other 
teacher or writer of our century. God endowed him 
with the rare gift of writing in such a manner 
that he could appeal to such erudite scholars as 
Professor Emile Caillet and at the same time in- 
terest plain people who have never had the benefit 
of a formal theological education. For years to 
come the godly will offer their gratitude to the 
Head of the Church for this author with un- 
surpassed devotion to the whole counsel of God. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


New Edition Of Confession 
Of Faith 


We have received a number of inquiries as to 
why the new edition of The Confession Of Faith 
has been delayed. Because of these inquiries, we 
are asking the church papers to help us acquaint 
the Church with some of the reasons. 


The type standing from former editions would 
not print again and so the work had to be started 
from the beginning. The preparation of copy was 
a difficult one, a magnifying glass being often used, 
the material had to be set by a printer already ex- 
tremely hard pressed, and proofs had to be read, 
the whole being cleared through the office of the 


Stated Clerk. 


It would be a tremendous service to us if you 
would print some brief statement relative to the 
reasons for the delay. We will appreciate your 
help in this. | 

Sincerely yours, 


Bessie C. Lewis, 
Director of Promotion. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 
To The General Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 


For the Month of December: 1947, $2,286.48; 
1946, $2,017.87. For the Year: 1947, $26,003.68; 
1946, $23,409.68. 
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